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                                   Attention:  All employees in British Columbia        
Information Book Notice                                         May 19, 2011


Canada Post planning to build a mail processing plant at the Vancouver International Airport
Canada Post is pleased to announce plans to build a new state-of-the-art mail processing plant at the Vancouver International Airport (YVR).  The Corporation is finalizing a long-term land lease with YVR to build the new facility on land next to the airport.  A Request for Proposal (RFP) to select the designer and builder of the new facility was launched earlier this year and will conclude this fall. Following the successful completion of these steps, Canada Post will begin construction of a new 700,000 square foot facility later this year in order to have the new plant operational in 2014.

The new facility would house VMPP plant operations, the VPDC, the Parcel Hub and regional offices and be home to approximately 1,200 plant and administrative employees.  
Being located at the Vancouver International Airport would improve Canada Post’s access to vital transportation links.  The new facility would be built to Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) specifications and provide a healthy work environment for Canada Post employees.  Our plans for the new processing plant – from site location to reduced energy consumption to waste management – will ensure that it takes up as small an ecological footprint as possible.

Like the new plant in Winnipeg, a new Vancouver plant would offer a wellness centre and a full service cafeteria for employees.  The location at the airport provides good access to public transportation and employee parking would be available.   

Vancouver is vital to the national postal network and to British Columbia and is currently home to the third largest mail processing plant in Canada.  In 2010, Vancouver processed 644 million pieces of short and long mail, which accounts for slightly more than 10 per cent of national volumes. Not only is Vancouver responsible for postal delivery in British Columbia and the Yukon, it also provides points of access for the Canadian network, as well as for many U.S. and international customers - particularly in Asia-Pacific.
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Much of the current mail processing equipment in Vancouver is reaching the end of its operational life.  New state-of-the art mail processing equipment would be purchased for the plant and would enable more ergonomic processes for employees.   Canada Post is examining all options to maximize the value of the West Georgia Street site and offset the costs of constructing the new mail processing plant at the airport.  It is anticipated that Canada Post will continue to operate at the West Georgia Street facility until 2015.   

The new mail processing plant in Vancouver is part of a total investment of $2 billion in new infrastructure, equipment and technology to modernize Canada Post’s operations nationwide.  No full- or part-time employees will lose their job as a result of the changes being made in Vancouver. Any position reductions will be realized through attrition.

Investing in new plants, equipment and technology will result in enhanced service for Canadians, more efficient postal service, and annual cost savings of approximately $250 million a year beginning in 2017.  New mail processing equipment and processes lead to a number of improvements and efficiencies. These include: enhanced address accuracy, better scanning and tracking of mail and parcels.
Further communication regarding the proposed facility will be provided to staff as soon as it is available.
For more information:

Please contact your Team Leader.  For more information about Postal Transformation, including new facilities and equipment, please check out the Postal Transformation site on Intrapost. 
